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Abstract

This thesis tackles the political relationships between Aghlabids and
the Christians in Sicily and Italy from (184 H / 800 G), which marked the
establishment of Aghlabids in North Africa, till (296 H / 908 G), the same
year in which the rule of Aghlabids had been fallen by Fatimids.

The importance of this study lies in five points. First, to shed light on
the main aspects of life in Sicily before the invasion of Aghlabids that
contributed to its fall and the interference in the interior affairs of Italy.
Second, to reveal the circumstances that surrounded the Byzantine Empire
vefore the invasion of Aghlabids and the effect of not being able to protect
Sicily. Third, to investigate the causes that prolonged the conquest of
Aghlabids in spite of their continuous supplies. Fourth, to attempt to clarify
ihe nature of the relationship among the Christians themselves and between
them and the Aghlabids and how these relations were strengthened though
both sides lived in a state of war. Fifth, to show the utmost power of the
Aghlabids fleet at that time after its invasion on some islands in the
Mediterranean Sea and its tour in other seas several times.

This study constitutes of an introduction, preface, three chapters,
conclusion, index and bibliography. The introduction focuses on the
importance of the study and its main sources, whereas the preface entitled
"The importance of Sicily, Italy and the Rise of Aghlabids” tackles the

historical and geographical importance of Sicily and Italy. It centers on the
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Muslims' campaigns on Sicily during the rule of Umawwad _from Caliph
Moa'awiyah Bin Abi Sufyan and the Abbasid Age till the prince Ziyadat
Allah Bin Ibraheem Bin Al-Aghlab which reflect the strategic importance
of the island in the Mediterranean Sea. In addition, the preface sheds light
on the conditions before the Rise of Aghlabids that paved the .way to its |
establishment in North Africa and at the same time it shows how its rulers
were interested in the navy as a way to control the Mediterranean Sea.

The first chapter entitled "The conditions of Sicily and Italy before
the Invasion" investigates the relationships between the Christians
(Byzantines and the Italian Dukes) in Italy before the Aghlabids' invasion
and the revolution of Thomas the Slavic in 206 H / 812 G and its
consequences on the ability of the Byzantine Empire to protect their lands
in Sicily and Italy against any attack. Furthermore, this chapter studies the
conditions of Sicily under the Byzantine Rule, its loss from the Byzantine
Empire and its fall in the hands of Aghlabids.

The second chapter entitled "The Relationships between the
Aghlabids and the Christians in Sicily and Some Islands in the
Mediterranean Sea 212-296 H / 827-908 G" deals with the Aghlabids'
invasion on Sicily, the phases of this conquest till the fall of Aghlabids and
its consequences. It also tackles the other islands ruled by Aghlabids before

Malta. This invasion proves the excellence of Aghlabids in naval wars.
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The third chapter entitled " Aghlabids compigns on Calabria and
their threating of the cities in interior Italy 197-290 H/ 812-902 G" focuses
on the causes that led to the interference of Aghlabids in the reconciliation
among the Italian Dukes which in turn eased the way for the Aghlabids to
invade Italy and live among the Italians in peace and war. Furthermore, this
chapter sheds light on the most important cities that fell under the rule of
Aghlabids and the Christians' reaction towards that fall. It also shows the
leagues and friendly relations between Aghlabids and the Christians that
led to the victories of Aghlabids.
| The conclusion provides the most important findings of the study. It
is followed by an index and a bibliography of Arabic and European

references.



